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LAUFEN CZ s.r.o.

Press release
The anchor of every bathroom is the bathtub or shower stall
Prague, 3 October 2017 – When remodelling a bathroom, the unavoidable question is: “bath or shower?” While some people simply can’t imagine a day without a hot bath, shower enthusiasts can’t get moving in the morning without a proper shower. If you are among the lucky ones with a spacious bathroom, you can have both. But if you have a bathroom where every centimetre counts, it’s essential to make the right decision. You can solve the space issue with an ergonomically shaped bathtub or a corner shower stall. However, of key importance is the installation itself, which should be done by a professional.
When choosing a bathtub or shower, space is the deciding factor
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The main criterion when planning is the size of the bathroom. The dimensions of the smallest bathtubs are generally 120 × 70 cm, so in a small bathroom, a shower stall is the best choice. A small shower stall with dimensions of 80 × 80 cm can save you a lot of space, but don’t expect too much room to move around in the shower. If you can indulge in a few extra centimetres, it will pay off, offering greater comfort and relaxation when showering. Shower stalls can be square, quarter round, or rectangular. In a smaller space, a smart choice would be the semi-circular asymmetric Tigo shower stall with dimensions of 100 × 80 cm.
You can solve a lack of space in the bathroom in an interesting way by installing an ergonomically shaped bathtub. At the wider end, you can comfortably shower, while the narrow end provides enough room for a relaxing bath after an exhausting day. You can also buy a bathtub in a classic rectangular format as well as a corner or circular unit.
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While a bathtub will be greatly appreciated by families with children, a shower stall offers advantages in old age or after an injury. “Older people will appreciate a shower tray that is positioned as low as possible, but this is not always possible to do. It’s necessary to ensure a proper slope between the siphon and the drain pipes. If the flooring allows, it’s ideal to sink the siphon into the floor and have the shower tray level with the floor. When that can’t be done, for example in a flat in a prefab apartment building, the shower try will be installed above floor level”, says Petr Štěpánek, a service technician for the JIKA brand.
Leave the installation to a professional
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A bathtub or shower can be installed in a finished bathroom. “If the wall tiles don’t extend all the way to the floor, they should end 150 mm below the top edge of the bathtub. If the bathtub will be enclosed by a wall, the inner lining must copy the shape of the bathtub and it should never be hard-walled”, adds Štěpánek. Accumulated moisture would prevent proper ventilation in the area under the bathtub.
If your preference leans towards a shower, you can choose a tray that is self-supporting, self-supporting on masonry or self-supporting on subflooring. Vertical walls should be level to ensure proper adherence of the structure to the wall. Highly important is water drainage, which will be ensured by proper installation of the tray. Installation by an expert will safeguard against water leakage.
A shower screen is a necessity as well as decorative
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For a shower installed in a niche, choose suitable shower doors that will prevent water from splashing across the bathroom. “Shower doors should be chosen with consideration of available space and to prevent water spattering. We offer two door options: one-piece or two-part”, explains the JIKA service technician.
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With a classic shower enclosure, sliding or folding doors can save space, while pivot doors facilitate maintenance. You can choose between glass or plexiglass. But this is not a place to skimp. You will pay more for the safety glass, but it will last longer and can also have the surface treated to resist lime scale. Plexiglass doors are less expensive, but they are more easily damaged. But screens are not just for shower stalls. They are also appropriate for bathtubs you also use for showering. Screens ensure that you won’t need to wipe down the entire bathroom after every shower.
Those who prize design will certainly appreciate the possibility of walk-in showers, where only a screen is installed in the shower area and the water runs out through drains installed directly in the floor. Of course, there is also a hybrid style shower tray, where a height of just 3 cm ensures comfortable entry to the shower area. The JIKA Pure steel shower tray offers such a solution.
About the JIKA brand: The leading Czech brand JIKA is one of the most respected manufacturers of bathroom ceramics and tiles. The company was founded in 1878, when the first factory in Europe for producing sanitary ceramics and tableware opened in Znojmo. For its customers, JIKA is a symbol of tradition and quality. JIKA offers complete solutions for your bathroom, whether you have a large space to work with or one where every centimetre counts. You can find more information at www.jika.eu.
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